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Site of future community garden - Gomez Park -  November 2011

Demonstration/Teaching Garden partnership with the City of Las Cruces
Since we are considering entering into a community garden agreement with the city, I thought it timely to publish the current Guidelines for all city sponsored community gardens. 

Master Gardener's involvement will be starting and maintaining demonstration plots within the community garden site and participating in the beginning gardening classes offered through the City Recreation Department. The gardening focus is on growing edibles, flowers and herbs and does not include those other wonderful gardening subjects that are part of our knowledge base. The focus may expand with time and interest.
Master Gardeners will be not be charged the annual rental fee for two demonstration plots, but we may need to enter a contractual agreement with the city - same as others renting community garden plots. Some modifications of the guidelines may be necessary to accommodate a winter gardening demonstration or garden plots used specifically for teaching classes.

City Parks and Recreation plan to have the community garden space available for planting by March 15, 2012. There may be an opportunity for us to access that space earlier to facilitate our own planning and plot development.

The schedule for gardening classes through the Recreation Department has not been set yet (and may partly be determined by our recommendations); however, we do need to have a plan and materials to address that part of our commitment. Planning, planting and maintenance of the demonstration beds is entirely our responsibility. 
To facilitate the planning of both demonstration beds and education development I will setup an email group for the project so that we can communicate, meet and creatively collaborate on the best approaches to this exciting new opportunity for service to our public.

Thanks for considering the possibilities and reading the official guidelines. The demonstration/teaching garden will be an agenda item at the November meeting and there will be a sign up sheet available or you may email me directly to be included. 

If you have comments or concerns about gardening within this environment please let me know by email or in person. 

regards,
Darrol Shillingburg

Community Gardening Coordinator

darrols@earthlink.net

